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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-19 are presented for examination 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, 
or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Parasnis et al. (6,728,753) (hereinafter Parasnis). 

4. As per claims 1 and 6, Parasnis discloses a system for delivery of 
content over a wide area network, the content being captured by the system 
over a time period of a live event, the system comprising (col 1, lines 10- 
15): 

a first computer connected to a first side of the wide area network (col 
8, lines 55-67), the first computer having a cache for storing at least one 
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data stream and the first computer having access to executable instruction 
code in an electronically readable medium for at least (col 5, lines 23-39): 

identifying a live portion of the at least one data stream containing 
content captured by the system (col 4, lines 35-45), the live portion being 
that portion of the at least one data stream at the first computer containing 
content captured more recently (see abstract) by the system than the 
content contained in any other portion of the at least one data stream at the 
first computer currently available for sending from the first computer to a 
second computer (fig 8, col 4, lines 35-41), the second computer being 
connected to a second side of the wide area network (col 4, lines 35-41); 

identifying a user position portion of the at least one data stream 
(controlling, col 4, lines 35-41), the user position portion of the at least one 
data stream being that portion most recently sent from the first computer to 
the second computer (col 4, lines 35-51); 

receiving a first request at the first computer from the second 
computer (col 4, lines 1-51); 

in response to the first request, sending the live portion of the at least 
one data stream from the first computer to the second computer (col 4, lines 
1-51); 

receiving a second request at the first computer from the second 
computer (col 4, lines 1-51); and 
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in response to the second request, sending a portion of the at least 
one data stream from the first computer to the second computer containing 
content captured less recently by the system than content contained in the 
live portion of the at least one data stream (col 4, lines 1-51); 
wherein the first request and the second request may be sent from the 
second computer to the first computer and responded to by the first 
computer In alternating fashion during a time period (fig 8) that at least 
includes the time period (fig 8) of the live event as extended by a latency 
period of the wide area networl< (col 4, lines 1-51 and col 8, lines 55-67). 

5. As per claims 2 and 7, Parasnis discloses the system of claim wherein 
the executable instruction code in an electronically readable medium is also 
for at least (col 8, lines 37-58): 

receiving a third request at the first computer from the second 
computer (col 2, lines 22-34); 

in response to the third request (col 2, lines 25-27), sending the at 
least one data stream from the first computer to the second computer 
beginning with a portion of the at least one data stream containing content 
captured less recently than the content contained in the live portion (col 2, 
lines 22-34), and continuing with succeeding portions of the at least one 
data stream (col 4, lines 35-40), each succeeding portion in sequence 
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containing content more recently captured by the system (col 4, lines 35- 
51); and 

in response to the third request sending the at least one data stream 
from the first computer to the second computer at a content rate such that 
(col 4, lines 35-51), after a period of time (fig 8), the user position portion of 
the at least one data stream is the live portion (col 4, lines 35-51), unless a 
request other than the third request is received at the first computer from 
the second computer after receipt of the third request at the first computer 
and before the user position portion is the live portion (col 4, lines 35-41); 
wherein the third request may be sent by the second computer to the first 
computer and responded to by the first computer during a time period (fig 
8) that at least includes the time period of the live event (fig 8) as extended 
by a latency period of the wide area network (col 4, lines 1-51 and col 23, 
lines 57-67). 

6. As per claims 3 and 8, Parasnis discloses the at least one data stream 
includes a first data stream and a second data stream (col 23, lines 57-67), 
the first and second data streams containing substantially the same content 
(col 23, lines 57-67), the first data stream being a first sequence of audio 
samples and the second data stream being a second sequence of audio 
samples created at the first computer from the first sequence of audio 
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samples, the content rate of the second sequence of audio samples when 
delivered at a first data rate being greater than the content rate of the first 
sequence of audio samples when delivered at the first data rate(col 23, lines 
57-67); the at least one data stream sent in response to the first request 
includes the first data stream (col 5, lines 50-67); the at least one data 
stream sent in response to the third request includes the second data stream 
(col 4, lines 35-51 and col 5, lines 50-67); and the executable instruction 
code in an electronically readable medium is also for at least creating the 
second data stream from the first data stream (col 5, lines 1-15). 

7. As per claims 4 and 9, Parasnis discloses the at least one data stream 
includes a first sequence of video frames (col 2, lines 63-67). 

8. As per claims 5 and 10, Parasnis discloses the at least one data stream 
includes a first sequence of commands for directing the second computer to 
retrieve and present a sequence of slides (col 4, lines 35-51). 

9. As per claim 11, Parasnis discloses a method of streaming a first data 
stream in a plurality of streaming modes supported at a first computer 
connected to a first side of a wide area network from the first computer to a 
second computer connected to a second side of the wide area network (col 
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8, lines 55-67), the second computer having a media player program for 
presenting content of the data stream to a user at the second computer (col 
4, lines 35-51), a first mode of the media player program not changing in 
response to a change from a first of the plurality of streaming modes to a 
second of the plurality of streaming modes, the method comprising (col 4, 
lines 1-51 and col 8 , lines 66-67): 

sending executable instruction code In a carrier signal from the first 
computer to the second computer for invoking the first mode of the media 
player program and for presenting an on-screen interface allowing a user at 
the second computer to request in successive fashion at least the first and 
the second of the plurality of streaming modes supported at the first 
computer (col 4, lines 35-51); 

in response to a request received at the first computer from a user at 
the second computer to change from the first of the plurality of streaming 
modes to the second of the plurality of streaming modes (col 9, lines 17-67), 
associating time stamp (fig 8) values with data units of the first data stream 
such that the media player program at the second computer will present 
content of the first data stream in a manner providing the user at the second 
computer (col 8, lines 55-67) an experience of a mode change while the 
media player program remains in the first mode of the media player 
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program (col 4, lines 1-51 and col 26, lines 19-43)). 

10. As per claim 12, Parasnis discloses wherein the first mode of the media 
player is a mode for playing in sequence data units having successively 
increasing time stamp values (real-time, col 4, lines 35-51), the first mode 
of the plurality of streaming modes is a live mode (col 4, lines 35-51), the 
second mode of the plurality of streaming modes is a non-live mode (fig 8) 
having a first identifiable difference between an originally applied time stamp 
of a data unit to be next delivered from the first computer to the second 
computer and a time stamp corresponding to real time wherein the time 
stamp values of data units to be next delivered are changed from the 
originally applied time stamp to the time stamp corresponding to real time 
such that the second computer continues to receive data units that have 
successively increasing time stamp values when a mode change from the 
first of the plurality of streaming modes to the second of the plurality of 
streaming modes occurs(col 25, lines 43-67). 

11. As per claim 13, Parasnis discloses the first mode of the media player 
program is a mode for playing content at a first content rate, the first mode 
of the plurality of streaming modes is a mode for playing content at the first 
content rate, and the second mode of the plurality of streaming modes is a 
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mode for playing content at a second content rate (fig 8), tlie second 
content rate being faster tlian the first content rate, and wherein when 
streaming in the second of the plurality of modes, time stamps of data units 
sent to the second computer are adjusted such that a time value difference 
between the time stamps of a first data unit and a second data unit is less 
that than the time value difference between the original time stamps applied 
to the first data unit and the second data unit so that the media player 
program, while remaining in a mode for playing content at the first content 
rate, plays content at the second content rate (fig 8, col 17, lines 40-67). 

12. As per claim 14, Parasnis discloses In a conferencing system having a 
plurality of computers connected to a network, the system allowing a 
speaker to request at least in successive fashion display of a sequence of 
presentation slides on a speaker monitor connected to a speaker computer 
connected to the network and on a plurality of participant monitors each one 
of the plurality of participant monitors connected to a participant computer 
connected to the network (col 4, lines 1-67 and col 5, lines 1-15), the 
participant computers having an interface for entering text of 
questions/comments and for transmitting the questions/comments across 
the network, a method for handling the questions/comments comprising (col 
12, lines 20-43): interposing a Q/A slide into the sequence of presentation 
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slides such that the speaker requests display of the Q/A slide on the speaker 
monitor at a time in a presentation given by the speaker at which the 
speaker would like to view and respond to at least one of the 
questions/comments (col 12, line 13-43); sending the text of the at least 
one of the questions/comments to the speaker computer (col 12, lines 20- 
43); and on the speaker monitor merging display of the Q/A slide with 
display of the text of the at least one of the questions/comments when the 
speaker requests display of the Q/A slide on the speaker monitor (col 4, 
lines 1-51 and col 12 , lines 20-43). 

13. As per claim 15, Parasnis discloses selectively designating the Q/A 
slide public; sending the Q/A slide to each of the participant computers; only 
if the Q/A slide is designated public (col 4, lines 35-51), sending the text of 
the at least one of the questions/comments to each of the participant 
computers; and on each of the participant monitors, merging display of the 
Q/A slide with display of the text of the at least one of the 
questions/comments when the speaker requests display of the Q/A slide (col 
12, lines 12-43). 

14. As per claim 16, Parasnis discloses prior to sending the text of the at 
least one of the questions/comments to the speaker computer, sending the 
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text of the at least one of the questions/comments to a moderator 
computer, the moderator computer having an interface for a moderator at 
the moderator computer to view the at least one of the questions/comments 
and for the moderator to selectively indicate that the at least one of the 
questions/comments is to be sent to the speaker computer (col 13, lines 7- 
18); sending the at least one of the questions/comments to the speaker 
computer only if the moderator has indicated that the at least one of the 
questions/comments is to be sent to the speaker computer (col 12, lines 12- 
43 and col 13, lines 7-18). 

15. As per claim 17, Parasnis discloses presenting an interface for the 
moderator to enter annotation text and selectively associate the annotation 
text with the at least one of the questions/comments (col 12, lines 12-43); 
sending the annotation text along with the at least one of the 
questions/comments to the speaker computer and displaying the annotation 
text on the speaker monitor so that the speaker may determine with which 
question the annotation text is associated (col 12, lines 12-43). 

16. As per claim 18, Parasnis discloses A system for the delivery of content 
over a wide area network, the content being captured by the system over 
time, the system comprising at least: means for receiving mode requests; 
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means for streaming at least one data stream in response to mode requests 
(fig 8, col 4, lines 1-51 and col 8, lines 55-67). 

17. As per claim 19, Parasnis discloses A system for web-conferencing 
comprising: means for handling participant questions/comments (col 12, 
lines 12-43). 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

U.S. Patent 6,625,656 to Goldhor et al. 
U.S. Patent 6,282,404 to Linton et al. 
U.S. Patent 6,336,219 to Nathan et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mohammad A Siddiqi whose 
telephone number is (703) 305-0353. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305- 
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8498. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
Information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



